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University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE

Office of News and Publications
Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

August 22, 1990
UM NAMES NEW DIRECTOR OF NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS
MISSOULA —
David Purviance has been named director of the University of
Montana Office of News and Publications, Vice President for
University Relations Sheila Stearns announced today.
He replaces Mary Grove, who left UM in late July to move to
Indiana.

His official start day will be Sept. 1.

As news and publications director, Purviance will run the
university news service; help other campus offices with publications,
marketing and public relations; and oversee the production of UM's
alumni and research magazines and faculty and staff newsletter.
He'll also be a liaison between the university and the public and
news media.
Purviance said he plans to put a greater emphasis on placing UM
stories with the state's broadcast media and will continue his
office's policy of working closely with hometown newspapers by
providing news about students from those communities.

He'll also

seek ways to help UM departments with their publication and
communication needs.
Since 1986, Purviance has been the development director of UM's
Telecommunications Center.

His duties have included promoting the

center and public radio station KUFM/KGPR, directing the station's
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annual fund drive, dealing with individual donors and business
sponsors, and supervising the station's marketing staff.
Under Purviance's leadership, KUFM/KGPR far surpassed its goal
of $185,000 during its 25th anniversary fund-raising drive, raising
an additional $125,000.

During his tenure, he also quintupled the

number of businesses sponsoring radio programs.
From September 1985 to September 1986, Purviance was the public
relations director for the Wilderness Institute.

Part of UM's

forestry school, the institute is a non-profit organization that
assembles information on wilderness areas.

His work included

publicizing conferences and seminars.
Purviance has also filled a number of positions with PLENTY-USA,
a non-profit international relief and development organization based
in Davis, Calif.

Between 1977 and 1985, he was executive director,

Caribbean project director, program director and field director for
the organization, which has projects in places such as Guatemala,
Bangladesh, Haiti, Mexico and several Indian reservations in the
United States.
Purviance holds a bachelor's degree in journalism from UM.
His appointment is subject to approval by the state Board of
Regents.
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